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A Guide to 

Reading 

Together with 

your Children 
A short guide to helping your 

child develop an enthusiasm 

for books! 

 
Adapted from the guidance from  
www.stories4change.org.uk  
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Help them love reading... 

Together 

If your child’s reading book is too easy 
If you think this is the case please discuss it with your 

child’s class teacher.  Sometimes there may be a 

specific reason such as to boost confidence or to focus 

on particular words or a book genre, or to ensure your 

child properly comprehends what they are reading rather 

than interpreting strings of letters as words.  Sometimes 

your child may have chosen a particular book just 

because they enjoy it. 

 

The Reading Diary 

Reading Diaries are great for sharing your child’s 

progress. 

You can use one to comment on anything your child 

really enjoyed or found especially difficult.  Make notes 

of special achievements like reading a complete book 

with no help or sounding out a word all by themselves, 

or recognising ‘sight’ words. 

Involve your child in the comments you make – it isn’t a 

secret diary! 
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Reading in School 

Reading is used across all areas of the school 

curriculum beginning in the Foundation Stage.  There 

are a wide selection of books in the classroom and 

dedicated reading areas.  The class library is an 

excellent resource where children can look for books 

linked to current themes and topics. 

Children will be read stories every day including whole 

class stories, shared reading and guided reading.  

Sometimes special guests may visit to read with the 

children including parent helpers and published authors. 

Children are benchmarked regularly to ensure they have 

the appropriate reading book level.  Your child will be 

provided with books to take home regularly.  Teachers 

listen to children twice a week during guided reading.  A 

reading diary is really useful for sharing your child’s 

progress and we encourage you to use one to help 

share progress and challenges with teachers.  You 

could write for example whether your child enjoyed the 

story, whether they used picture clues to help them 

understand the story or whether they managed to sound 

out words by themselves. 
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Quick Tips for Reading at Home 

 Encourage your child to follow each word with their 

finger so they recognise individual words and letter 

sounds. 

 Just 10 minutes a day will have an impact. 

 Sit in a comfortable place away from noisy distractions 

like the TV and your mobile phone. 

 Discuss the book cover and point out the title and the 

names of the author and illustrator. 

 Chat about the story at appropriate moments by asking 

questions like “what do you think will happen next?” 

 Try not to break your child’s ‘flow’ – sometimes it is 

better to allow small mistakes.  This is a matter of 

judgement and the more the more you read with your 

child the better you’ll understand when to interrupt them 

and when not to. 

 Give your child time to attempt to work out difficult words 

for themselves, don’t jump in too quickly to help them.  

When you think it is appropriate suggest strategies they 

can use to work it out.  If they get really stuck on a word 

tell them what it is so they can move on – this isn’t a 

failure. 

 Always look to praise your child.  You’re aiming to build 

their confidence and their motivation – the more they 

enjoy reading the more they will read and the better 

reader they’ll be. 


